
Regulating solar panel manufacturers

This guide explains how UL and ASTM standards, as well as FCC Part 15 and other requirements,

apply to solar panels sold in the United States. Note: This guide focuses solely on compliance

requirements for solar panels, also referred to as solar modules or photovoltaic modules.

Understand the layered oversight of U.S. solar companies, which sets rules for consumer rights,

installer qualifications, and grid connection safety. The oversight of solar companies in the United

States is not centralized in a single agency. Instead, it involves a complex web of authorities with 

Solar panels sold in the United States need to comply with various standards and regulations,

including requirements that cover labeling, documentation, and testing. This guide explains how

UL and ASTM standards, as well as FCC Part 15 and other requirements, apply to solar panels

sold in the  There is a patchwork of federal, state, and local policies and regulations pertaining to

renewable energy systems that impact your project development. It is important to understand the

policy landscape early in your development process. State Solar Carve-Out Programs - Learn

about which states  SEIA is engaged with policymakers at the regulatory and legislative levels in

Washington, D.C. and across the country to establish supportive policy frameworks that allow

solar to compete in the marketplace and offer cost-competitive, reliable energy to consumers.

There are a wide variety of  Solar consumer protections broadly include laws, policies, and

programs aimed at protecting consumers entering the solar market against unsafe and unfair goods,

services, and business practices. In the rapidly evolving solar industry, state and local governments

and industry groups are implementing  Solar photovoltaic (PV) systems are increasingly sought

after for residential and large-scale renewable energy projects. However, with federal initiatives

such as the investment tax credit, state-level renewable portfolio standards, and local government

mandates, understanding the financial  Who Regulates Solar Companies in the United

States?Understand the layered oversight of U.S. solar companies, which sets rules for consumer

rights, installer qualifications, and grid connection safety. Solar Panel Regulations in the United

States: An This guide explains how UL and ASTM standards, as well as FCC Part 15 and other

requirements, apply to solar panels sold in the United States. Policies and Regulations | US

EPAState Solar Carve-Out ProgramsSolar Interconnection Standards &  PoliciesUnderstanding

Electricity Market Frameworks &  PoliciesInterconnection standards define how a distributed

generation system, such as solar photovoltaics (PVs), can connect to the grid. In some areas of the

United States, the interconnection process lacks consistent parameters and procedures for

connecting to the grid or is unnecessarily complex. This drives up costs and causes delays, which
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ute;width:100%}.mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-height:16px;font-size:11px;height:17px;overflow:hidde

n;text-overflow:ellipsis;white-space:nowrap}.mc_vtvc_meta_row a{display:inline-

block}.mc_vtvc_meta_row a:hover{text-decoration:underline}.mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{positio

n:relative}.mc_vtvc_meta_block,.mc_vtvc_meta_block a{color:#444}.b_dark

.mc_vtvc_meta_block{color:#edebe9}.mc_vtvc_meta_row>:nth-of-type(n+2)::before{content:" .

"}.mc_vtvc_meta_row .mc_vtvc_meta_row_channel::before{content:" > "}.mc_vtvc_kmt_title{lin

e-height:18px;padding-bottom:4px;font-weight:bold;color:#00809d;text-transform:uppercase;font-

size:11px}.mc_vtvc_kmt,.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov .wkmt

.mc_vtvc_meta_row,.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov .wkmt .tibc_tt{display:none}.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov

.wkmt .mc_vtvc_title{max-height:18px;margin-

bottom:18px;overflow:hidden}.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov.mmsts

.mc_vtvc_title{visibility:hidden}.mc_vtvc_con_rc.onhov

.mc_vtvc_kmt{display:block}.mc_vtvc_kmt_content .b_factrow{line-height:17px;font-
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channel-color)}.vsarf .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta_w .mc_vtvc_title,.vsarf .mc_vtvc

.mc_vtvc_meta_w .mc_vtvc_title strong{font-weight:bold}.vsarf .mc_vtvc_meta_w

.mc_vtvc_meta_row{font-size:13px}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.vsarf .mc_vtvc_th 

.cico{height:132px}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{t

op:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptySt

yleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebuggingPurpose{top:0}.emptyStyleForDebugg
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ingPurpose{top:0}.vtbc .mv_vtvc_play{display:inline-

block;position:absolute;bottom:8px;left:9px;height:8px;width:7px}.vtbc

.mv_vtvc_play_ext{background:url(/rp/Lp38sn_O4jegSK0IHxZVxyp-yKQ.png) -172px

-31px;display:inline-block;height:8px;width:12px;position:absolute;bottom:8px;left:6px}.vtbc

.pivot{height:20px;width:8px;min-width:8px}.vtbc .mv_vtvc_play{background:url(data:image/pn

g;base64,iVBORw0KGgoAAAANSUhEUgAAAAcAAAAIBAMAAADHKvg1AAAAIVBMVE

X///////////////////////////////////////////9/gMdvAAAACnRSTlMAETNEVWaImbvuo4D1oAAAAB9JRE

FUCB1jmMoABKuaQcSqQhCxKgFGgLhNQIkpQAwA8zkLyQAl6F0AAAAASUVORK5CYII=

)}.mc_bc_w{height:18px;padding:8px;text-align:right}.mc_bc{background-

color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);padding:2px 8px;line-height:14px;color:#fff;display:inline-block;vertical-

align:middle;border-radius:2px;font-weight:bold}.mc_bc_w .pivot{text-align:center;margin-

right:1px;height:14px}.vsarr .mmgrid .mc_bc_w .mc_bc{background-color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);opacit

y:1}.mmsi{height:16px;width:16px;position:relative;top:5px;padding-right:var(--smtc-gap-betwee

n-content-xx-small)}.vrhdata{display:none}.mmgrid>div{width:197px;display:inline-

block;margin-right:8px;margin-bottom:8px;box-shadow:0 0 0 1px rgba(0,0,0,.05);position:relative

;vertical-align:top;overflow:hidden;white-space:normal;border-radius:6px}.vsarr

.mmgrid>div,.vsarr1stbig .mmgrid>div{margin-right:8px;margin-bottom:8px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta{height:auto}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_title{display:-webkit-

box;-webkit-line-clamp:2;-webkit-box-orient:vertical}.mmgrid .mc_tc{border:0}.vsa

.mmgrid>div:nth-child(3n){margin-right:0}.vsa .b_moreLink{padding-top:4px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-height:18px;font-size:100%;height:17px}.vsarr .mmgrid>div:nth-

child(2n){margin-right:0}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc

.vtpl{bottom:128px}.vsarr1stbig .mmgrid>div:nth-child(2){margin-right:0}#serpvidansrr.uipolish

.mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate,#serpvidansrr.uipolish .mc_vtvc_meta_channel,#serpvidansrr.uipolish

#vidans2 .b_videocard .video_metadata .video_source{color:#767676}#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard .video_metadata_container,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard

.video_metadata_container .video_metadata>h3{width:100%}@media(max-

width:.9px){#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div{width:168px;height:206px}#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div

.cico,#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div .cico .rms_img{width:168px;height:100px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_meta{padding:12px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_title{height:32px;line-

height:16px;margin-bottom:16px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc

.mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{height:34px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-height:15px;font-

size:13px;height:15px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{padding-bottom:4px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc .vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtpl{bottom:114px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard

.videoPlayer,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico,#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico .rms_img{width:343px!important;height:194px!important;margin-

right:0}}@media(max-width:.9px){#serpvidansrr

.mmgrid>div{width:124px;height:164px}#serpvidansrr .mmgrid>div .cico,#serpvidansrr
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.mmgrid>div .cico .rms_img{width:124px;height:76px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc

.mc_vtvc_meta{padding:8px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .mc_vtvc_title{height:32px;line-

height:16px;margin-bottom:12px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc

.mc_vtvc_meta_block_area{height:28px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_row{line-height:13px;font-

size:11px;height:13px}#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc_meta_pubdate{padding-bottom:2px}#serpvidansrr

.mc_vtvc .vtmu,#serpvidansrr .mc_vtvc .vtpl{bottom:96px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard

.videoPlayer,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico,#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard .videoPlayer .cico .rms_img{width:256px!important;height:144px!important;margin-

right:0}#serpvidansrr .maskthumb .mc_bc_w{padding:8px 4px 4px

8px}}#serpvidansrr.withsplitline .mmgrid>div:nth-last-child(1),#serpvidansrr.withsplitline

.mmgrid>div:nth-last-child(2){margin-bottom:24px}#serpvidansrr.withsplitline .mmgrid{border-

bottom:1px solid #ececec;margin-bottom:16px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard

.video_metadata{max-width:auto;padding:12px 16px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard{margin-bottom:12px;box-shadow:0 0 1px rgba(0,0,0,.05),0 2px 3px

rgba(0,0,0,.1);border-radius:6px}#serpvidansrr .b_rich{padding-top:0}#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.videoPlayer{border-radius:6px 6px 0 0;overflow:hidden}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .vi

deo_metadata>h3{white-space:nowrap;overflow:hidden;text-overflow:ellipsis;-webkit-line-clamp:

1;line-height:15px;height:15px;font-size:13px;color:#000;margin-bottom:20px;font-

family:"Arial",Helvetica,Sans-Serif;font-style:normal;display:block}#serpvidansrr.vsarr1stbig

#vidans2 .b_videocard .video_metadata .actionmenu{display:none}#serpvidansrr #vidans2

.b_videocard .video_summary,#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .video_source{line-

height:15px}#serpvidansrr #vidans2 .b_videocard .videoPlayer .vtbc{right:0}.vrhc line.nhvpv

.pffvi,.vrhc line.nhvpv[data-tps="M"] .pffvt,.vrhc line.nhvpv[data-tps="L"] .pffvt{display:inline-

flex}.vrhc line.nhvpv .vrhtc.pffv .vrhol{display:none}.vrhc line.nhvpv .vrhtc.pffv .player_ol{back

ground:var(--mai-smtc-background-ctrl-on-image-hover);transition:background-color .5s;display:f

lex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;padding:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-

small);gap:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-small);box-sizing:border-box}.mc_vtvc_th

img{transition:all .3s ease-out}.nhvpv+.mc_vtvc_th img{transform:scale(1.1)}.smtplayerhtml5{he

ight:100%;width:100%;overflow:hidden}.smtplayerhtml5 video{min-height:100%;min-

width:100%}.smtplayerhtml5 .videoplaying{background-color:#000}.smtplayerhtml5.hide{displa

y:none}.pffvt{display:none;color:var(--mai-smtc-foreground-ctrl-on-image-rest);font:var(--bing-

smtc-text-global-subtitle2-strong)}.pffvi{mask:url(/rp/ui07wU6K7FR_inzG7DRbP1i8fGo.svg)

center no-repeat;mask-size:12px;background:var(--bing-smtc-background-card-on-image-

default);width:20px;height:20px;flex-shrink:0;align-self:flex-start}[data-tps="L"]

.pffvt{font:var(--bing-smtc-text-global-subtitle2-strong)}[data-tps="L"]

.pffvi{width:22px;height:22px;mask-size:16px}[data-tps="S"] .pffvt{font-size:0}[data-tps="S"]

.pffvi{width:24px;height:24px;mask-size:24px;align-self:center}.hvpv.h5s .pffvt{display:inline-

flex}.hvpv.h5s .vrhtc.pffv .vrhol{display:none}.hvpv.h5s .vrhtc.pffv .player_ol{background:var(--
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mai-smtc-background-ctrl-on-image-hover);transition:background-color .5s;display:flex;align-ite

ms:center;justify-content:center;padding:var(--smtc-gap-between-content-x-small);gap:var(--smtc-

gap-between-content-x-small);box-sizing:border-box}.pffvt{text-decoration:underline}.vrhcp .vrh

ol{position:absolute;width:100%;height:35px;max-

height:35px;bottom:0;left:0;padding:0;background:none;display:block;z-index:9}.vrhcp

.vrhol.hide,.vrhcp .vrhol .hide{display:none}.vrhot{white-space:nowrap;text-overflow:ellipsis;ove

rflow:hidden;display:inline-block;position:absolute;max-width:240px;height:18px;line-

height:14px;margin-left:8px;top:10px;left:0;right:0;border-radius:2px;padding-right:8px}.vrhot

div{display:inline-block}.vrhot nt{color:#fff;font-size:11px;font-weight:bold;background-

color:rgba(0,0,0,.75);padding:2px 8px;margin-left:0;top:0;box-sizing:border-

box;position:relative}.vrhc .ricons{position:absolute;right:8px;top:10px;left:auto;bottom:auto;heig

ht:18px;display:inline-block;cursor:pointer}.vrhol.icons_1 .vrhot{margin-

right:27px}.vrhol.icons_2 .vrhot{margin-right:49px}.vrhol.icons_3 .vrhot{margin-

right:79px}.vrhol .vrhot nt,.vsb_tr_chd .vrhol.icons_1 .vrhot{margin-

right:0}.vpb{position:absolute;display:block;bottom:0;left:0;height:4px}.vpb

div{position:absolute}.vpb nt{width:0;background:#fff}.vpb

nt.test{display:none}.vpb.back{background-color:#999}.vrhcp .vrhol.npb{height:36px;max-

height:36px}.vrhol .vadda{width:22px;height:18px;padding:0;margin-right:0;margin-left:2px;bott

om:0;position:relative;display:inline-block;z-index:1;background:rgba(0,0,0,.75);border-

radius:2px;overflow:hidden}.vrhol .vadda.hide{display:none}.vrhol .vadda .mc_vfaa{margin:3px

5px}.ricons .vol{float:left}.ricons .adultFlag{float:right}.vol{width:22px;height:18px;bottom:0;m

argin-left:1px;margin-right:1px;position:relative;display:inline-block}.vol.hide,.vol

.hide{display:none}.vol .bg{background:rgba(0,0,0,.75);border-radius:2px}.vol.bg,.vol

nt{position:absolute;bottom:0}.vol .vol.bg.volnb{border-radius:0 0 2px 2px}.vol

.volsliderHandle.bg{border-radius:2px 2px 0 0}.vol nt .volsliderHandle{height:70px;display:none;

width:22px;float:left;bottom:18px;position:absolute;display:block}.vol nt

.volsliderHandle.hide{display:none}.volsliderHandle .vsb{height:54px;width:4px;background-

color:#999;margin:9px auto 8px;position:relative;display:block;border-

radius:2px}.volsliderHandle .vsh{height:6px;width:14px;padding:9px 7px 9px 7px;margin:0

-12px;display:block;position:absolute;top:30px}.volsliderHandle

.vsh.hide{display:none}.volsliderHandle .vshi{height:4px;width:14px;background-

color:#fff;border-radius:2px}.volMuteIcon{width:16px;height:14px;margin:2px 4px;float:left}.vol

MuteHandle{width:22px;height:18px}.vo{background:url(/rp/fFZxBXElP9WYOO0jhTaElyLhE

VU.svg) no-repeat}.vm{background:url(/rp/fsX-ZVd03wB2TL0vmQJxSp4U9vs.svg) no-

repeat}.vl{background:url(/rp/YXYMPC1Rry_XJGc7Yg8lR4B2eEs.svg) no-

repeat}.vf{background:url(/rp/NosrlR4amKTs1zYxWy3laZN3HRk.svg) no-

repeat}@media(forced-colors:active){.vol{forced-color-adjust:none}}.vrhc line

.vt_vp,.vrhc.popout .vt_vp,.vrhc.mousefollow
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.vt_vp{position:absolute;bottom:0;border:hidden;padding:0;top:0;left:0;z-index:3}.vrhtc

.hide{display:none}.vrh_clc .vt_vp,.vrh_clc .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrh_clc

.player_ol{cursor:pointer}.vrh_clc .cico{border-

radius:0}.vrhtc{border:hidden;top:0;left:0;padding:0}.vrhc.mousefollow .vrhtc,.vrhc.popout

.vrhtc{background-color:#999}.vrhtpc.load

.player_ol{background:url(/rp/J_o2maogFDeUOsovPJL-ofEuxJ4.gif) center center no-

repeat}.vrhc line .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrhc.popout .vrhtc .vrhi,.vrhc.mousefollow .vrhtc .vrhi{position:abso

lute!important;border:hidden;z-index:2;padding:0;left:0;top:0}.player_ol{position:absolute;width:

100%;height:100%;bottom:0;border:hidden;z-index:7}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc line,.vrhc.mousefollow{

border-radius:6px;overflow:hidden;display:table-row-

group;background:none}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc.mousefollow{z-index:4;box-shadow:0 4px 4px

rgba(0,0,0,.1),0 2px 80px rgba(0,0,0,.2)}.vrhc line{z-index:1;margin:0}.vrhc.popout,.vrhc

line{position:absolute;top:0}.vrhc.popout{border:1px solid #fff}.vrhc.mousefollow{position:fixed

}.vrhcp{position:relative;top:0;left:0;display:table-row}.vrhcp

.vrhtc{position:relative;overflow:hidden}.vrhc.hide{display:none}@keyframes

vh_fadein{from{opacity:0}to{opacity:1}}.vrhc:not(.hide){animation:vh_fadein 250ms}.vrhc line

img{color:transparent}.vrhc line.fullsize{height:100%}.vrhc,.vrhc:hover,.vrhc:link,.vrhc:active,.vr

hc:visited{color:#000;text-decoration:none}.vrhc.vrh_clc{cursor:pointer}a.hover-anchor{display:

block;height:100%;width:100%;text-decoration:none}.vrhstat{height:0;overflow:hidden}Videos

of Regulating Solar Panel ManufacturersWatch video11:06Solar Regulators 101 | Watch This

Before BuyingSpringers Solar1.1K views2 months agoWatch video10:10SOLAR REGULATORS

EXPLAINED! PWM versus MPPT - what's best &  why? PLUS upgrade your sol4WD

Supacentre801.9K viewsOct 1, 2020Watch video9:24Testing EcoFlow's NEW 125w Bifcial

TOPCon Solar Panels! Lightweight and ModularJasonoid - Solar Power, Batteries, and More!14K

views7 months agoWatch full videoSEIAFederal, State &  Regulatory Policy - SEIASEIA is

engaged with policymakers at the regulatory and legislative levels in Washington, D.C. and across

the country to establish supportive policy frameworks that allow solar to compete in  Solar

Consumer Protection | State, Local, and Tribal Several states have passed legislation regulating

rooftop and community solar markets. These include mandatory rooftop disclosure laws and

community solar disclosure  Understanding Solar Energy Policies And RegulationsLearn more

about the solar energy development process, interconnection procedures, power purchase

agreements, solar energy laws, and the role of public utilities and electric utilities in growing the

solar electricity  New York State Solar Guidebook In this section we provide information for local

governments and landowners on the decommissioning of large-scale solar panel systems through

the topics of decommissioning  How U.S. Solar Panel Trade Policies Are This hybrid model helps

manufacturers navigate trade restrictions while demonstrating commitment to the American

market and creating local jobs. Companies like Hanwha Q CELLS and LG Solar have 

Understanding the Legal Framework for Solar By familiarizing yourself with the legal framework
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for solar panel regulations in the United States, you can make informed decisions when installing,

operating, and maintaining solar panel systems. Codes and Standards The safe and reliable

installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar energy systems and their integration with the nation's

electric grid requires timely development of the foundational codes and standards governing solar

Who Regulates Solar Companies in the United States?Understand the layered oversight of U.S.

solar companies, which sets rules for consumer rights, installer qualifications, and grid connection

safety. Solar Panel Regulations in the United States: An OverviewThis guide explains how UL and

ASTM standards, as well as FCC Part 15 and other requirements, apply to solar panels sold in the

United States. Policies and Regulations | US EPAThe continued growth of the distributed solar

market has prompted electric utilities, regulators, and others to consider improvements to the

interconnection processes. Below are  Federal, State &  Regulatory Policy - SEIASEIA is engaged

with policymakers at the regulatory and legislative levels in Washington, D.C. and across the

country to establish supportive policy frameworks that allow solar to compete in  Solar Consumer

Protection | State, Local, and Tribal Governments | NRELSeveral states have passed legislation

regulating rooftop and community solar markets. These include mandatory rooftop disclosure laws

and community solar disclosure  Understanding Solar Energy Policies And RegulationsLearn

more about the solar energy development process, interconnection procedures, power purchase

agreements, solar energy laws, and the role of public utilities and electric utilities in  How U.S.

Solar Panel Trade Policies Are Reshaping Global This hybrid model helps manufacturers navigate

trade restrictions while demonstrating commitment to the American market and creating local

jobs. Companies like  Understanding the Legal Framework for Solar Panel Regulations By

familiarizing yourself with the legal framework for solar panel regulations in the United States,

you can make informed decisions when installing, operating, and maintaining  Codes and

Standards The safe and reliable installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar energy systems and their

integration with the nation's electric grid requires timely development of the foundational codes

and Who Regulates Solar Companies in the United States?Understand the layered oversight of

U.S. solar companies, which sets rules for consumer rights, installer qualifications, and grid

connection safety. Codes and Standards The safe and reliable installation of photovoltaic (PV)

solar energy systems and their integration with the nation's electric grid requires timely

development of the foundational codes and 
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